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RIDDLES AND SUPERSTITIONS OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
By T. J. Farr 


The following collection of riddles and superstitions was collected in 
the mountain and semi-mountain region of Tennessee. Much still 
remains to be gathered. 


RIDDLES 


1. It goes all over the hills, but doesn’t eat, 
It goes to the creek, but doesn’t drink. 
A cowbell. 


2. It goes in dry and comes out wet, 
It tickles your stomach and makes you sweat. 
A washboard. 


3. House full, yard full 
Can’t catch a spoonful. 
Smoke. 


4. I don’t have it and I don’t want it, 
And if I had it, I wouldn’t take a million dollars for it. 
Bald head. 


5. Two ducks in front of two ducks, 
Two ducks behind two ducks, 
Two ducks between two ducks, 
How many ducks are there? 

Four. 


6. It goes all over hills and plains 
But when it comes to a river, it breaks its neck. 
A path. 


7. It grows in the woods; it bellows in towns; 
If you guess this riddle, I’ll give you five pounds. 
A fiddle. 


8. Wild and woolly and full of fleas 
Never been curried above the knees. 
A horse. 


g. Round as a biscuit, busy as a bee, 
Prettiest little thing I ever did see. 
A watch. 


ro. All over the hills and back home at night, 
Sits under the bed and gapes for bones. 
Shoes. 
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Twelve pears hanging high 
Twelve men passing by 
Each takes one 
Eleven pears left there. 
The man’s name was Each. 


It can run, and it can walk, 
It has a tongue and can’t talk. 
A wagon. 


Four legs and four eyes, 
It can’t walk and can’t see. 
A stove. 


Black we are but much admired, 
Men seek for us till they are tired, 
We tire the horses, but comfort man; 
Tell me this riddle if you can. 

Lumps of coal. 


In marble walls as white as milk, 
Lined with a skin of softest silk, 
Within a fountain crystal clear 
A golden apple doth appear; 
No doors there are to this stronghold 
Yet things break in and steal the gold. 
An egg. 
As I was going over Westminister Bridge, 
I met with a Westminister scholar; 
He pulled off his cap and drew off his glove, 
And wished me a very good morrow. 
What is his name? 
Andrew. 


What is it that goes up a tree and down a tree, 
Has eyes and can’t see? 
A button. 


As I was going across London Bridge, 

I peeped down through a crack. 

I saw Old Mother Hubbard with a blanket on her back. 
A mud-turtle. 

High as a castle, weak as a wastle, 

But all the king’s horses couldn’t pull it down. 
Smoke. 

It stands on its one leg with its heart in its head. 
Cabbage. 

What has feet and legs and nothing else? 
Stockings. 
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22. What makes boys smoke? 
They are too green to burn. 


23. Why is a piece of paper with holes in it like a preacher ? 
They are both holy. 


24. What do lawyers do when they die? 
They lie still. 

25. What object has two heads and one body? 
A barrel. 


26. What goes all the way around the house and doesn’t make a track ? 
The wind. 


27. Whitey in a whitey, whitey sent a whitey to get a whitey out of 
whitey. 
A white cow in a white cotton patch. 
28. Why does a beggar wear a short coat? 
Because it will be long enough before he can get another. 
29. What is it that is too much for one, enough for two, and nothing 
at all for three? 
A secret. 
30. What tongue goes to the creek but never drinks? 
A wagon-tongue. 
31. It’s as green as grass but not grass, 
It’s as red as blood but not blood, 
It’s as black as ink but not ink. 
What is it ? 
A blackberry. 
32. What will go up a drain down, but will not go down a drain up? 
An umbrella. 


33. Patch upon patch 
With a hole in the middle, 
Who will tell me this riddle 
I'll give a gold fiddle. 
A chimney. 
34. As round as a ring, 
As deep as a spring 
And the death of many a little thing. 
A gun. 
35. It goes all over the hills and hollows; 
It comes in at night and sits by the fire. 
Milk. 
36. Long legs, short thighs, bald head, no eyes. 
Tongs. 
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. What begins with P and ends with E, and has a thousand letters? 


Post office. 


. It runs all day and never gets tired. 


A river. 


. It has eighteen legs and catches flies. 


A baseball team. 


. Black within and red without, 


Has four corners ’round about. 
A chimney. 


. It’s between heaven and earth 


And it’s not on a tree, 

I’ve told you this riddle 

As plain as can be. 
A knot on a tree. 

It’s as crooked as a rainbow, and it has teeth like a cat. 
A brier. 

Big at the bottom and little at the top 

Something in the middle that goes flippity-flop. 
A churn. 


. Runs and jumps, stops and humps. 


A rabbit. 


It opens like a barn door and shuts like a bat, 
Guess all your life and you can’t guess that. 
An umbrella. 


. Luke has it in front, Paul has it behind, Sally has it twice in the 


middle, girls have it once, and boys don’t have it at all. 
The letter L. 


. What band never plays? 


A hatband. 


. What bow is never tied ? 


Rainbow. 


Why is a person’s nose in the middle of his face? 
It is the scenter (center). 

As I went through the garden gap, 

Whom should I meet but Dick Red Cap, 

A stick in his hand, a stone in his throat; 

If you will guess this riddle, I’ll give you a goat. 
A cherry. 

Ears like a mule, tail like a cotton boll, runs like a fool. 
A rabbit. 

Why is there never such a thing as a whole day ? 
Every day begins by breaking. 
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53. Two lookers, two crookers, four down hangers, and a switch about. 
A horny cow. 


54. Why can’t onions and potatoes be planted together ? 
Onions get in the potatoes’ eyes. 


55. Which is the oldest tree in the world? 
The elder. 


56. The man who makes it does not use it, 
The man who buys it does not use it, 
The man who uses it does not know anything about it. 
A coffin. 


57. Big on both ends, little in the middle, 
Paws up the dirt and plays like a fiddle. 
A dirt dauber. 


58. It has a tongue and can’t talk; 
It has eyes and can’t see. 
A shoe. 


59. It has a head like a cat, feet like a cat, 
A tail like a cat, but it isn’t a cat. 
A kitten. 


60. Big and round, hard and sound, 
Eyes and can’t see. 
Trish potato. 


61. Four legs up and four legs down, 
Hard all around and soft in the middle. 
A bed. 


62. What is it that has teeth and can’t eat? 
A rake. 


63. What is it that has four legs and one back, 
Yet can’t walk ? 
A chair. 


64. Great long slick fellow 
Spring his trigger and hear him bellow. 
A gun. 


65. As I went across the field, I picked up something good to eat, 
It was neither flesh, fish, nor bone, 
But I kept it three weeks until it stood alone. 
An egg. 


66. Brown I am and much admired, many horses have I tired, 
I tire a horse and weary a man, tell me this riddle if you can. 
A saddle. 
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What has a mouth but can’t talk? 
A river. 


What’s the difference between one yard and two yards? 


A fence. 


As I was going down the road one day, I met old Nellie Gray, 
I ate her meat, I drank her blood, and threw her skin away. 


A watermelon. 


Blackey went in blackey, blackey came out of blackey, and 


blackey left whitey in blackey. 


A black hen went in a black stump and laid a white egg. 


. What goes upstairs on its head ? 


A shoe tack. 


. Where do fish wash their faces ? 


In the river basin. 


. As I was going ’cross London Bridge, 


I met a cart of guinea pigs. 

They were kicked; they were hacked; 

They were all yellow-backed. 
Oranges. 


What is it that has two sides and a thousand ribs? 
A railroad. 


Hippety hop upstairs; hippety hop downstairs; 
If you don’t watch out, hippety hop will bite you. 
A wasp. 


Round as a ring and black as coal, 
Has a long thing and a toot hole. 
A frying pan. 


A tailor got three men’s shirts out of one yard. 
How did he do it? 
He took them off the clothes-line. 


It goes all over the mountains on its head, 
And it sleeps on its head. 
A horseshoe nail. 


Round as a pail and black as coal, 
Little short tail and a thumping hole. 
A skillet. 


It has four legs and a foot and can’t walk, 
It has a head and can’t talk. 
A bed. 
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81. Old Mother Hubbard has but one eye 
And a long tail which she can let fly. 
Every time she goes over a gap. 

She leaves a bit of her tail in the trap. 
A needle and thread. 


82. As I was going across London Bridge, 
I met my sister Ann. 
I broke her neck and sucked her blood 
And let her body stand. 
A bottle of wine. 


83. Tall as a house, low as a mouse, 
Bitter as gall, but sweet after all. 
A walnut. 


84. A beggar had a brother, 
The brother died; yet the man who died had no brother. 
The beggar was a woman. 


85. Why does a lady’s house dress outlast all others ? 
She never wears it out. 


86. As I went up the hill, 
I met my sister Nancy. 
I pulled off her head and sucked her blood 
And left her body dancing. 
A blackberry. 


87. A man with no eyes saw plums on a tree, 
He neither took plums nor left plums, 
How can this be? 
A man with one eye saw two plums on a tree, and he took 
one plum and left one. 


88. Why is the city Athens like the wick of a candle? 
It’s in the middle of Greece. 


89. Twenty white horses upon a red hill, 
Now they clamp, now they clamp, now they stand still. 
Teeth and gums. 


go. Down the hill and across the hollow 
It has a mouth and can’t swallow. 
A cowbell. 


gi. Round as an apple and as thin as a knife, 
Answer this riddle and I’ll be your wife. 
A dime. 


g2. Green head, yellow toes, 
If you don’t tell me this riddle, I’ll ring your nose. 
A duck. 
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93. Up and down, in and out 
No one knows what it’s all about. 
A quivering leaf on a tree when the wind is not blowing. 


94. Round as a cup and deep as a cup, 
The Tennessee River can’t fill it up. 
Tea strainer. 


95. Black on top of black with six legs down and three legs up. 
A negro on a mule with a kettle on his head. 


g6. What is it that sets on four legs and smokes a pipe? 
Stove. 


g7. Up and down, up and down 
Touching neither sky nor ground. 
Pump handle. 


98. Why do watermelons have water in them? 
They were planted in the spring. 


gg. A riddle, a riddle as I suppose, 
A thousand eyes, but never a nose. 
Sieve. 


roo. As I went across the Cumberland Mountain, 
I met a gang of people. 
Some were nick and some were nack 
And some had colors on their back. 
What kind of people were they ? 
Quail. 
tor. As I went over London bridge, 
I saw a heap of people. 
Some were nickey and some were nackey, 
Some were the color of brown tobacco. 
Quail. 
102. Why does a chimney smoke? 
It can’t chew. 
103. A dish full of all kinds of flowers, 
You can’t guess this riddle in two hours. 
Honey. 
104. It has two hands, but it can’t work. 
Clock. 
105. It has a head, but can’t think. 
A match. 
106. Long, slim, and black, 


Touch its cock and it will crack. 
A gun, 
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Why is a clock like a river? 
It does not run long without winding. 


Why are a colt and an egg alike? 
They both have to be broken before being used. 


It’s between heaven and earth and is not on a tree, 
In this riddle I have told you but you can’t tell me. 
Knot on a tree. 


It’s as red as blood and not blood, 

Green as grass and not grass, 

White as snow and not snow. 
Cedar tree. 


SUPERSTITIONS 


FOLK REMEDIES. 


. To cure earache, blow tobacco smoke in the aching ear. 
. To cure chicken pox, have person with chicken pox lie down on 


the ground and run some chickens over him. 


. To prevent sunstroke, wear in the crown of the hat a rattler cut 


from a rattlesnake. 


. To stop a baby’s slobbering, go to the brook and get a minnow 


and let the baby suck the minnow’s tail. 


. To stop nose bleed, pick up a stone and let three drops of blood 


fall on the stone; then replace the stone in the original position. 


. To stop nose bleed, place a pair of pot hooks around the person’s 


neck. 


. To stop nose bleed, let the blood drip on something bright. 
. To stop nose bleed, tie a red rag on the head. 
. To stop nose bleed, let the nose bleed on a knife blade; then stick 


the blade in the ground. 


. To stop nose bleed, drop a key down the back of the sufferer. 
. To prevent headache, carry in your pocket bone out of a hog’s head. 
. To prevent headache, drink from a spring which flows toward the 


sunrise. 


. To prevent flu, keep sulphur in your shoes. 
. To cure sore throat, tie a dirty yarn sock around the neck and 


wear it until morning. 


. To cure sore throat, wear gold beads around the neck. 
. To cure frost-bite, wade barefoot in the first snow, three times 


around the house. 


. To cure the shingles, rub a black cat’s tail over the body. 
. To remove a birthmark, rub a dead person’s hand over the birth- 


mark. 


. To prevent drowning, a person should carry an egg in his pocket. 
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To cure toothache, place a bag of warm wood ashes on the side of 
the face where the tooth is aching. 

To cure toothache, say a Bible verse every morning for three 
mornings before the sun rises. 

To remove freckles, wash the face in stump water. 

The child that wears a black silk cord around its neck will not 
have the croup. 

If you wash your hands in the first snow, they will not chap during 
the winter. 

When a baby is cutting teeth, tie a mole’s foot around the baby’s 
neck, and it will not have a hard time cutting its teeth. 

To remove freckles, go to a field of wheat the first morning in May 
before sunup and bathe the face in the dew found on the wheat. 
To cure sore eyes, use water made from snow that falls in April. 
To cure thrash, the father, before speaking or coughing, should 
blow into the child’s mouth for three mornings. 

The seventh child in a family can cure the thrash by blowing in 
the baby’s mouth. 

To cure thrash, take the child to someone who has never seen its 
father and have that person blow in the child’s mouth. 

To cure phthisic, go to a tree and bore a hole in it even with the 
top of your head; put some of your hair in the hole and when 
the bark grows over the hole, you will be well of the disease. 

To cure a pain in the side, put an ax under the bed of a person 
who is suffering, and it will take away the pain. 

To prevent night sweats, sleep with a pan filled with water under 
the bed. 

To cure a stone bruise, catch a toad frog and hold the stomach 
of the toad to the stone bruise until it dies. The fever from the 
stone bruise is said to go into the frog and kill it. 

To cure rheumatism, bury the feet in the ground for two hours 
every day. 

To cure rheumatism, carry a buckeye in your pocket. 

To cure rheumatism, carry a potato in your pocket. 

To cure rheumatism, rub the joints in the fat of a frog which has 
been cooked alive. 

To cure rheumatism, go near a bee gum and permit the bees to 
sting you severely. 

If a woman marries without changing her name, she can blow her 
breath into a baby’s mouth and cure the thrash. 

To remove a wart, pick the wart with a wooden shoe peg, letting 
the wart bleed on the peg; drive the peg in a beech tree and the 
wart will disappear. 

To remove a wart, get a dry bone and rub it over the wart, then 
throw the bone away without looking back. 
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To remove a wart, take a paper string and tie as many knots in 
it as there are warts on the person or animal; then bury the string 
under the eaves of the house, and the warts will disappear. 

To remove a wart, take a black cat to the cemetery at midnight; 
when the devil comes to get his people, command the cat to follow 
the devil; command the warts to follow the cat. 

To remove a wart, pick up a beef bone and rub the warts with the 
side that was next to the ground; put the bone back just as you 
found it and your warts will go away. 

To prevent cramps, put the soles of the shoes together and set 
them under the bed at night. 

To remove a wart, place the index finger on the wart and repeat 
the names of three preachers. 

To remove a wart, pick the wart and let it bleed on a thread; bury 
the thread under the drip of the house and the wart will go off. 

To remove a wart, cut a notch in a chestnut switch for each wart; 
bury the switch and when the switch decays, the warts will dis- 
appear. 

To remove a wart, pick the wart with a pin, hide the pin; when 
the pin rusts, the wart will disappear. 

To remove a wart or mole, steal a dirty dishrag and rub it over 
the mole or wart and hide the dishrag; if no one finds it, the mole 
or wart will go away. 

To remove a wart, pick the wart until it bleeds, wipe the blood 
on a grain of corn and let a chicken eat it. 

To remove a wart, get as many small stones as there are warts 
on a person, tie them up and throw them down on the ground; the 
person who picks them up gets the warts. 

To remove a wart, go to an old hollow stump that contains water 
and wash the hands, or wart, in the stump water ; walk home without 
looking back and the wart will disappear. 

To prevent blindness, wear earrings. 

For epilepsy, catch a turtle-dove, cut its throat, and let the person 
affected drink its blood. 

Cramps in your feet can always be prevented if you turn your 
shoes upside down at night. 

If you burn a large frog to ashes and mix the ashes with water, 
you will get an ointment that will kill hair wherever applied, and 
the hair will never grow back. 

When you see a hog rubbing up against a fence, go and rub the 
wart in the same place, and the wart will disappear. 
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BAD LUCK OMENS. 


. It is bad luck to drop a book and not step on it. 

. It is bad luck to bring a hoe into the house. 

. It is bad luck to sweep the floor before the sun rises. 

. It is bad luck to count the stars. 

. If one dreams about rats fighting, he will have bad luck. 

. It is bad luck for one to comb his hair after dark. 

. It is bad luck to rock an empty chair. 

. It is bad luck to burn apple trees for firewood. 

. It is bad luck to wash a garment before it is worn. 

. It is bad luck to burn the cob when popping corn. 

. It is bad luck to burn salt. 

. It is bad luck to count graves. 

. If one sees a red bird and it flies down, he is sure to have bad luck. 
. It is bad luck to take the ashes out when there is sickness in the 


family. 


. It is bad luck to make a new opening in an old house. 

. It is bad luck to look at the moon through brush. 

. It is bad luck to meet a left-handed person on Tuesday. 

. It is bad luck for sweet potatoes to bloom. 

. It is bad luck to watch a person out of sight. 

. It is bad luck for a black hen to come into the house. 

. It is bad luck to milk a cow on the ground. 

. It is bad luck to sell a crowing hen. 

. It is bad luck to break a bird egg. 

. It is bad luck to spin a chair around on one leg. 

. It is bad luck to dream of eating cabbage. 

. It is bad luck to see a pin and not pick it up. 

. It is bad luck to kill a spider. 

. It is bad luck to open an umbrella in the house. 

. It is bad luck to sit on a pair of scissors. 

. If you find a cat sitting with her tail to the fire, expect bad luck. 
. Sunning of bed clothes on Friday will bring bad luck. 

. Sitting on a trunk invites bad luck. 

. It is unlucky for a girl to be in church when she is asked to marry. 
. Ill fortune is created by bringing eggs into the house after sunset. 
. It is bad luck for a sick person to cut his finger nails while sick. 


GOOD LUCK OMENS. 


. It is good luck for a squirrel to cross one’s path. 
. It is good luck to see a red bird fly up. 

. It is good luck to spill wine on the tablecloth. 

. It is good luck to dream of silver money. 
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Wednesday is the luckiest day in the week for a wedding. 

It is good luck to get white flowers on your birthday. 

If one eats peas on New Year’s day, he will have good luck all 
the year. 

A cricket on the hearth will bring good luck. 

It is good luck to look at the new moon over your left shoulder. 

A windy day for a wedding is a sign of good luck. 

It is a sign of good luck to find a pin with the point turned toward 
you. 

When starting on a journey, throw a teaspoon of salt over the 
right shoulder to insure safety. 

To catch a falling leaf means that you will have twelve months 
of continued happiness. 

To find a rusty nail is good luck. The nail should not be picked up, 
but the ends should be reversed so the luck will come your way. 

If two or more people go fishing together, they must all cross the 
fences at the same time if they are to have good luck at catching 
fish. 


BABIES. 


If a baby is allowed to look in a mirror before he is a month old, 
he will have trouble in teething. 

A baby will never have the thrash if he is carried over water before 
he is three days old. 

Tickling a baby causes stuttering. 

To trim the finger nails of a baby before he is a month old will 
cause him to have fits. 

To prevent colic in a baby, pour hot water in a shoe and give it to 
the baby to drink. 

A baby will be a thief if his finger nails are trimmed before he is a 
year old. 

If you rock an empty cradle, the baby will have the colic. 

A child will never be born in a house where peacock feathers are 
kept. 

Never put a man’s hat on a baby’s head, for it will make the baby 
cut his teeth hard. 

Tie a buckeye around a baby’s neck and he will not be a drunkard. 
When a baby is a year old, set him in the middle of the floor with 
various articles (such as a Bible, hammer, piece of money, harp, 
etc.) and see which one he picks up first. The article will indicate 
what the baby’s occupation will be later in life. For example, if he 
picks up or touches the Bible first, he will be a preacher; if he gets 
the hammer, a carpenter; etc. 
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If a baby is born with a veil over its face, the child will have the 
powers of a prophet, and if the veil is a triple one, the powers will 
be exceptionally good. 

The name of the parent which a baby utters first is a sign that the 
baby when older will love that parent more than the other. 

To remove a birthmark from a baby, rub a dead person’s hand over 
the spot. 

To stop a baby’s slobbering, go to a brook and get a minnow, then 
let the baby suck its tail. 

A pretty baby will be an ugly grown person, and vice versa. 


DEATH. 


If you step over a person who is lying down and do not step back 
the same way you stepped over him, the person stepped over 
is sure to die. 

If a hen crows, it is an omen of death. 

The howling of a dog for three successive nights is a sign of death. 
The last person whose name a dying person calls will be the next 
to die. 

If an enlarged picture falls, some member of the family will die 
shortly. 

The person who plants a cedar tree will die as soon as the cedar 
is large enough to shade his grave. 

A creaking wall indicates death. 

If a screech owl remains around a house for two or three nights 
screeching, someone in the family will die. 

If your thread breaks, you will die before the article that is being 
made is worn out. 

Thin teeth, long fingers, and a leady color are signs of a short life. 
Every time a star falls someone dies. 

If a bird flies into the room, the person to whom it flies nearest 
will be the next to die. 

If a chicken gets under the house and makes a little clucking sound 
through the night, someone will die shortly. 

When a dog goes around the house trying to get in at the windows, 
someone in the family will die soon. 


LOVERS AND MARRIAGE. 


If you chew dogwood, you will lose your sweetheart. 

If you find a snail on the first day of May, put it in a plate of 
flour or meal, and it will write your lover’s name or initial. 

If you count nine stars every night for nine nights and put a 
mirror under your pillow the last night, you will see in a dream the 
one whom you are to marry. 
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If you find a button and pick it up, the first person of the opposite 
sex with whom you cross running water is the person you will 
marry. 

If a girl owns a black cat, she is sure to be an old maid. 

When a chicken is on the menu, pull the wishbone in two with 
another person. The one who gets the shorter piece may put it over 
the front door, and the first person who walks under it will be the 
one whom the person is to marry. 

If a girl spills flour while she is baking, her husband will be a 
drunkard. 

If two forks are placed at your plate, you will hear of a wedding. 
If you see a person whom you know well and don’t recognize 
him, it is an omen of an early marriage for that person who isn’t 
recognized. 

If a child is held down by a hair across his nose, the first word he 


. says will be the same word he says after his marriage. 
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If a woman gets two forks at her plate, she will have two husbands. 
A hair found in the heel of your stocking will have the same color 
as your future husband’s hair. 

A breaking out on the mouth makes public the fact that one has 
been kissing the cook and also reveals a fondness for kitchen 
dainties. 

Men with fine brown hair, light or dark, make the best husbands. 
They are quick, thoughtful and less likely to be selfish than extreme- 
ly light haired or extremely dark haired men. 

Put the hand of a sleeper into water; he will then tell his secrets 
or the name of his sweetheart. 

Fill a fruit jar with water, place a light behind the jar, sit down in 
front of the jar, hold a mirror up and look in the mirror at the jar; 
if you see a person of the opposite sex, it is the one you will marry. 
Eating the heart of a chicken raw is believed to make a young 
woman pretty and successful in love. 


INFLUENCE OF THE MOON. 


If potatoes are planted on the new of the moon, they will make all 
tops and no potatoes. 

Plant seeds, make soap, and kill hogs on the increase of the moon; 
if done on the decrease, the seeds will not grow, the soap will not 
lather, and the meat will not shrink. 

If hogs are killed in the light of the moon, the gravy will not be red. 
Soap made on the old of the moon will shrink. 

If a hen is set on the new of the moon, the eggs will hatch better. 

If potatoes are planted on the new moon, they will grow low in 
the ground and will be difficult to dig. 
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Looking at the new moon with something in both hands brings 
prosperity. 

Make sauerkraut when the moon is new and it will be firm and 
white. 

Hogs should be killed on the dark moon in order to make a large 
quantity of lard. 

Colts, calves, and children should be weaned when the moon is new. 
Look at the moon some night and say, “I see the moon, the moon 
sees me; the moon sees someone I want to see.”” Then name the 
person whom you wish to see, and in a few days you will see that 
person. 

Looking at the new moon without something in your hand will 
bring misfortune. 


PLANTS, TREES, AND SEED. 


A dark New Year is a sign of a good fruit year. 

When resetting trees, always name them so that they will live. 
Never thank a person for plants to reset, for the plants will not live. 
Beans planted in the morning will produce two weeks earlier than 
those planted in the evening. 

Get up early on the first morning in May and plant your water- 
melon seed before you eat or speak, and you will have a good crop. 
If you get a section of love vine and move it to another place, 
name it after the person about whom you want to know whether 
he or she is a lover of yours or not, and if the vine lives, the person 
does love you; if the vine dies, he or she does not. 

For best results in setting trees, transplant them when the moon 
is new, either in the early fall or very early spring. 

If trees or large plants are to be transplanted, they should not 
be allowed to get very big before resetting or they will die. 

If you are angry when you plant pepper, it will grow faster and 
stronger. 

Gourd seed will not come up unless you “cuss” it. 

If the dogwood blossoms are white, it will be a good cotton year. 


SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 


If onions are taken up when the sign is in the heart, they will 
all die. 

Corn planted when the sign is in the bowels will not come up well 
but will decay in the soil without sprouting. 

Corn planted when the sign is in the head will grow very tall and 
slender with a small ear near the top of the stalk. 

A good time to plant beans is when the sign is in the heart. 
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Plant beets when the sign is in the feet. 

Plant cucumbers when the sign is in the feet or arms, and they will 
bear well. 

Plant watermelons when the sign is in the heart, and the melons 
will be sweet. 

To transplant a tree when the sign is in the heart is sure death to 
the tree. 

Potatoes will have too many “‘toes’ on them if they are planted 
when the sign is in the feet. 

If cabbage plants are transplanted when the sign is in the head, 
they will be lousy: that is, bugs and worms will destroy them. 


THE WEATHER. 


If the moon is on its back, there will be wet weather; if it is stand- 
ing on its point, there will be dry weather. 

When roosters crow in the night, there will be a change in the 
weather. 

When a wood fire pops and sputters, there will be a snow soon. 
If you kill a poisonous snake and hang it up, there will be a storm. 
It is a sure sign of bad weather for a cow to shake her hind foot. 

A circle around the moon means bad weather in as many days as 
there are stars in the circle. 

When red wasps seek shelter on a bright warm day in the fall, bad 
weather is just ahead. 

A sure sign of bad weather is for smoke to settle to the ground. 
When a tin bucket sweats on the outside, it will rain soon. 
Cobwebs on the grass are a sign of rain. 

When there is fog in the morning and it goes up, there will be rain 
before night. 

When sheep and goats bleat loud and long, it is sure to rain. 

When cats sneeze or wipe themselves behind the ears, it is a sure 
sign of rain. 

If drops of water are hanging on the tree limbs January fifth, there 
will be a wet year; if not, a dry year. 

If animals have heavy fur, the winter will be severe. 

Count the number of fogs in August, and you can tell the number 
of snows the following winter. 

It is a sign of rain for a tight rope to slacken. 

When the dew is on the grass, rain will never come to pass. 

If corn shucks are extremely thick or very heavy, there will be a 
severe winter. 

It is a sign of fair weather if there is a rainbow at night. 

A late Easter means that spring will be very late. 
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When one sees long light streaks in triangular shape from the 
earth to the sun, it is said that the sun is drawing water and is a 
sure sign of rain. 

When the sun sets, if a pink glow is in the western sky and the 
eastern sky is dark, the next day will be a fair day. 


WISHES. 


Make a wish, turning the Bible and if on that page it says: “It 
came to pass,” your wish will come true. 

A wish will come true if you place a ring on a person’s finger, 
making a wish while you turn it around three times and give 
specific directions when it is to be removed. 

Make a wish when you sleep under a new quilt, and the wish will 
come true. 

If you see a white mule and make a wish, your wish will come true. 
If you see a blue bird and make a wish, the wish will come true 
before sunset. 

If you wish for luck evermore, hang a horseshoe over the door. 
‘When a rabbit crosses your path, pull off your hat, spit in it and 
make a wish. Whatever you wish will come to pass. 

Make a wish when looking into a well for the first time and the 
wish will come true. 

When you hear the first whippoorwill, turn around three times and 
make a wish, and the wish will come true within three days. 

When you see the first star at night, make a wish before you speak, 
and the wish will come true. 

Upon first seeing the new moon, make a wish, and it will come to 
pass. 

When you see a “‘shooting star,’’ any wish you make will come true. 


WITCHCRAFT. 


If a witch should bewitch you, she will probably appear to you 
next time as an animal. Shoot the animal with a silver bullet if you 
desire to injure the witch. 

Lumbermen wrap themselves in fresh deer skin to keep off witches. 
Any witch or ghost may be destroyed by merely asking them what 
they want of you. 

To frighten witches away, sprinkle salt around the house. 

Your milk will be hard to churn if witches are in it. To get rid 
of them set the churn in a chimney corner,and whip the milk with 
a switch or drop a dime in the churn. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


. If a green measuring worm gets on you, it is a sure sign that you 


will get new clothes. 


. A hole in your stocking means a letter in the post office for you. 
. If you slip in another person’s tracks, you will have the headache. 
. If you lose a finger through an accident and the finger is buried 


rather than burned, the place will still hurt until the buried finger 
takes root. 


. If you secretly bury a marble and go back in three days, all the 


marbles that you have lost will be there. 


. Rotten corn in the corn meal makes the crust of the corn bread. 
. If you sweep after sundown, you will sweep all of your riches away. 
. If on entering a neighbor’s house, you stump your toe, you are 


an unwelcome visitor. 


. To stop the cry of an owl, tie a knot in the corner of your handker- 


chief or turn your pocket wrong side out. 


. When chickens hatch, tie the egg shells together and hang them up. 


The hawks will not go down past the egg shells to get the chickens. 


. Lightning and thunder will cause milk to sour. 
. Keeping a horseshoe in the ash pan of a cook stove is believed 


to keep hawks from catching chickens in the yard. 


. To keep a dog from running away from home, cut off a piece of 


his tail and bury it under the front door step. 


. If you hear a dove when you are walking uphill, you will gain 


weight; if you are walking downhill, you will lose weight. 


. Your hair will grow faster if you will always put what is cut off 


under the door step. 
If you eat bread crusts, your hair will curl. 


. If the back of your leg itches, you may know that you are to go on 


a long journey. 
If you lie with your head toward the fire, you will be ill. 


. If you scream when your little finger is pinched, you cannot keep a 


secret. 

If your finger nails do not taper at the end, you will have to work 
for a living. 

A sore on the tip of your tongue is a sign you have told a lie. 

A woman with short fingers will be a good manager. 

If you open your mouth when you kill a thousand-leg, it will count 
your teeth and cause them to drop out. 

If two people wash their hands together, they are sure to have a 
quarrel. 

If your foot itches, it is a sign that you are soon to walk on strange 
ground. 
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